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SARAH FELL         ‘LICENSEE FOR HALF A CENTURY’ 
 

Sarah Fell was born Sarah Fenner in 1819, one of 
eight children born to James Fenner and Caroline 
Barbara Riddlesdale. James and Caroline were 
married in Clare on 13 August 1817. They had five 
daughters and 3 sons: Caroline (1819), Sarah (1819), 
James Riddlesdale (1821), Lucy Elizabeth Fitch 
(1823), Sophie Gardener (1825), William Lyle (1827), 
Eliza Susan (1831) and John (1833); all were born in 
Clare and baptised at the Church of St Peter and St 
Paul. Sarah’s father was a Farrier who later became a 
Veterinarian Surgeon and a Chemist. 

 
Sarah was baptised on 10th October 1819 at the Church of St Peter and St Paul in Clare. On 
16th July 1851 in St Giles Cripplegate she married William Elles the son of Inn keeper Elias 
and his wife Susan. William was born in Haverhill in 1823 but at the time of his marriage he 
was living at 120 Fore Street and was a Coach Proprietor. Sarah and William’s daughter 
Ellen Susanna was born later that year in Haverhill. 
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William’s father came from Whepstead and his mother from Castle Camps but they had 
settled in Haverhill and ran The Bell 
in the High Street so it is not 
surprising to discover that Sarah 
and William had moved back to 
Haverhill and were running the 
Rose and Crown Hotel by the time 
their second child Elias William was 
born on 25 June 1853. He was 
baptised in St Mary’s on 6 
December 1854 but died as a 
toddler and was buried in St Mary’s 
Churchyard on 11 December 1856. 
On 11 November 1854 another son, 
William Riddlesdale, was born.   

Sarah’s husband William died at home in the Rose and Crown Hotel in July 1859, aged 36 
years, leaving her a widow after just 8 years of marriage. With two young children to 
support Sarah Elles became the licensee for the Rose and Crown.  

William was buried, with his son Elias William, in St Mary’s Church yard on 13 July 1859. Six 
years later his father, Elias who was the landlord at The Bell also died and was buried with 
them. The headstone was at one time one of many placed in the garden alongside the 
Church but when the area was remodelled, several of these headstones were lost. The 
footstone for their grave has survived (see  photo) and can be found along the side wall. 
Fortunately the Haverhill Local History Group had transcribed the memorial inscriptions 
some years ago so we know that their headstone read: 

       Sacred / to the memory of / William ELLES / who departed this life 
/ July 8th 1859 / aged 36 /  

 Also of / Elias William ELLES / his son / who departed this life / 
December 6th 1856 / aged 3 years /  

 Also of / Elias ELLES / Grandfather of the above / who departed 
this life / December 19th 1862 / aged 68 

 

Five years later on 9 April 1864, Sarah married Railway Contractor, Edward Fell, in St Jude’s 
Islington. He originally came from Warwick and was some 19 years her junior being born in 
1839. On 26 August the following year they had a daughter Maria Louisa. 
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Sadly Edward was also to die before 
he was forty years old and by 1879 
Sarah was widowed for a second 
time and left to run the Rose and 
Crown Hotel once again. This time 
her son William Riddlesdale Elles was 
old enough to help and took on the 
role of Hotel Manager.  

 

 

In 1879 and 1888 the Kelly’s directory 
showed the entries below: 
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The 1901 census return shows that Sarah, now aged 81 years of age, was still the Proprietor of 
The Rose and Crown. She was running it with the help of four servants and her son William 
who had been living in a Board School House across the road from the hotel since his marriage 
in Royston in 1880 to Fanny Jane Glasscock. She was a school mistress from Therfield, 
Hertfordshire who was employed at the Board School, later known as The Cangle.  

They had a large family of eleven children: William George (1881), Philip James (1882), twins 
Conrad and Cyril (1883), Mildred Sarah (born 1884, died 1887), Olive Wentworth (1885), 
Hubert (1887), Octavius Ashman (1888), Maria Jesse (1892), Maud Janet (1899) and Ronald 
(1901). 

By 1911, Sarah, now 91 years old, had retired and was living with her younger daughter Maria 

Louisa and her family. Maria Louisa Fell, daughter of Sarah and her second husband Edward, 

had married Arthur Pollard Burgon, a veterinary surgeon in 1889. Maria had also been a 

teacher at the Board School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arthur, born in 1865 at Croydon Surrey, was just two years old when his father, a solicitor, 

died.  With five children to support, his mother managed to ensure they received a good 

education by getting them placed in residential charitable institutions for respectable 

fatherless children.  At the age of six Arthur was at the Infant Orphan Asylum in Wanstead, 

Essex, and to his credit, was to become a qualified veterinary surgeon. 

They had five children, Mary Winifred (1890), Edward Arthur (1897), John Henry (1898), 

William Gill (1899) and Aleck (1902). Their family home was now in Hamlet Road and Sarah 
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had been living with them for about ten years when she died on 1st April 1913 aged 93 years 

of age after suffering an attack of influenza and bronchitis.  

Sarah’s death was reported in the South 
West Suffolk Echo death. The report read 
‘The death took place at the residence of Mr 
and Mrs A.P. Burgon, Hamlet Road on 
Tuesday 1st April (1913) of Mrs Sarah Fell. 
Deceased who was a native of Clare was in 
her 94th year. Beyond the natural infirmities 
of one at such a good an advanced age, she 
had enjoyed good health until a week or two 
ago and she succumbed to an attack of 
influenza and bronchitis. Mrs Fell came to 
Haverhill just sixty years ago and for half a 
century was the licence holder of the Rose 
and Crown Hotel, being succeeded by her son 
Mr W Ellis(Elles) who still controls the large 
business. Mrs Fell was well known over a 
wide area, her house being largely used by commercial travellers. She had resided with her 
daughter Mrs Burgon for about ten years. She leaves one son and two daughters.’ 
 
 

Sarah’s funeral was also reported in the 
local newspaper. ‘The funeral took place 
at the cemetery on Saturday afternoon 
of Mrs Fell who died last Tuesday at the 
age of 93. The mourners were Messrs 
Elles (son) John Boles and A.P. Burgon 
(sons in law) and E M Green while there 
were a number of sympathising friends 
at the graveside. The coffin which was 
of polished oak bore the inscription 
Sarah Fell died April 1st 1913 aged 93 
years’….. There were many floral 
tributes. 
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Sarah’s daughter from her first marriage to William, Ellen Susanna Elles married John Boles in 
1873 in Haverhill. He was an Inland Revenue Inspector who had been born in Ireland. They had 
four children but were to lose their first two children a son aged two and their only daughter 
before she was one. Both were buried in Haverhill Cemetery. The nature of John’s work meant 
that his family moved around the country and for a time after leaving Haverhill they were living 
in Tipton Staffordshire. 
 
After Sarah’s retirement her 
son William Riddlesdale Elles 
took over the running of The 
Rose and Crown, assisted by 
his wife Fanny who had 
presumably given up her job 
in the school across the road.  

 
The Census return for 1911 
(below) shows the family now 
living in the hotel. 
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Sarah was to lose two grandsons during the WW1 conflict. It is of interest to see that working 

as Boots at The Rose and Crown in 1911 was a young man called Albert Jennings who was a 

year younger than William and Fanny’s son Octavius Elles. Both these young men were to lose 

their lives and Octavius’s cousin, John Henry (known as Jack) Burgon, the son of Maria Louise 

and Arthur Burgon with whom Sarah had spent the last years of her life was also to die.  

Their life stories can be read in the World War 1 Roll of Honour that has been produced by the 

Haverhill Family History Group. 

 

RESEARCH BY DEREK WRIGHT 

PHOTOS & SOUTH WEST ECHO REPORTS COURTESY OF THE HAVERHILL LOCAL HISTORY 

GROUP 


